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Abstract 
   

Tourism has become an increasingly influential force in shaping social and cultural life in island 
communities. Beyond its economic implications, tourism introduces new forms of interaction, 
representation, and negotiation that transform everyday life. This article examines tourism from 
a sociological and cultural perspective, focusing on how island societies experience, interpret, 
and respond to tourism development in their daily practices. Rather than treating tourism as an 
industry or development strategy, the article approaches it as a social process embedded in 
culture, space, and social relations. By foregrounding everyday life, it highlights how tourism 
reshapes meanings of place, identity, and social interaction in island contexts. The article 
contributes to discussions within art, culture, and society by examining tourism as a site where 
local values, external expectations, and social power intersect. This perspective offers a 
culturally grounded understanding of tourism in Global South Island communities. 
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1. Introduction 
 

Tourism has emerged as a prominent feature of social life in many island communities. 
Often promoted as a pathway to economic growth and regional development, tourism also brings 
profound social and cultural transformations. These changes extend beyond infrastructure and 
employment, shaping how communities perceive themselves and are perceived by others [1][2]. 

In sociological and cultural studies, tourism is frequently analyzed through economic impact, 
governance, or sustainability frameworks. While these approaches provide valuable insights, they 
may overlook how tourism is lived and experienced in everyday life. For island communities, tourism 
becomes part of daily interaction, social imagination, and cultural expression [3][4]. 

 
Island societies occupy a distinctive position in tourism discourse due to their perceived 

remoteness, natural beauty, and cultural uniqueness [5]. These characteristics often become central 
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to tourism narratives, influencing how local culture is represented and consumed. Such 
representations, however, do not always align with lived realities [6][7]. 

This article examines tourism as a social and cultural process embedded in everyday island 
life. By focusing on culture, social interaction, and lived experience, it seeks to clarify how tourism 
reshapes society not only materially, but symbolically and relationally [8][9]. 

 
2. Tourism and the Transformation of Everyday Life 

 
Tourism alters the rhythm of everyday life in island communities. Daily routines that were 

once oriented primarily toward local needs become increasingly responsive to visitor presence and 
seasonal flows. Time is reorganized around tourism cycles, affecting work patterns, social 
interaction, and communal activities [10]. 

The presence of tourists introduces new forms of social interaction into everyday spaces. 
Beaches, village paths, and communal areas become shared environments where locals and visitors 
encounter one another. These encounters reshape the meaning of familiar spaces, transforming 
them into sites of observation, performance, and negotiation [11]. 

Everyday practices such as hospitality, conversation, and movement acquire new 
significance in tourism contexts. Ordinary actions may be interpreted as cultural expressions, while 
routine spaces become visual markers of local identity. This shift affects how community members 
relate to their own daily practices [12]. 

From a sociological perspective, tourism embeds itself within everyday life rather than 
existing as a separate domain. Understanding its impact therefore requires attention to how daily 
routines are adjusted, reinterpreted, and sometimes contested within the flow of ordinary social 
life [13]. 

 
3. Culture, Representation, and Social Meaning 

 
Tourism relies heavily on cultural representation. Local traditions, ways of life, and 

landscapes are often framed as attractions, shaping external perceptions of island communities. 
These representations influence how culture is valued, displayed, and sometimes simplified for 
tourist consumption [14]. 

For local communities, cultural practices acquire new meanings in tourism settings. 
Activities that were once part of everyday life may be recontextualized as cultural performances or 
symbols of authenticity. This process can create tension between lived culture and represented 
culture [15]. 

Cultural meaning in tourism is not unilaterally imposed. Local actors actively negotiate how 
their culture is presented and understood. Choices about what to show, how to interact, and when 
to engage reflect ongoing negotiation between internal values and external expectations [16]. 

By examining culture as a dynamic process rather than a static asset, this article highlights 
tourism as a site of cultural negotiation. Culture becomes a space where identity, recognition, and 
social value are continuously redefined. 

 
4. Social Relations, Power, and Negotiation 

 
Tourism reshapes social relations within island communities by introducing new forms of 

power and inequality. Access to tourism-related opportunities is often uneven, influencing social 
differentiation and local hierarchies. These dynamics affect how community members relate to one 
another [17]. 

Power in tourism contexts operates not only through economic resources but also through 
representation and visibility. Who speaks for the community, who interacts with visitors, and whose 
culture is highlighted becomes important social questions. These processes shape internal and 
external perceptions of the community. 

Social negotiation becomes a central feature of tourism life. Community members navigate 
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expectations from visitors, authorities, and markets while maintaining social cohesion. Negotiation 
occurs through everyday interaction rather than formal deliberation [18]. 

Understanding tourism as a social process reveals how power is embedded in ordinary 
practices. Social relations are continuously adjusted as communities balance opportunity, 
constraint, and cultural integrity [19]. 

 
5. Tourism, Continuity, and Cultural Adaptation 

 
Despite its transformative effects, tourism does not simply replace existing social and 

cultural patterns. Island communities often integrate tourism into established routines and values, 
adapting it to local contexts. Continuity is maintained through selective incorporation rather than 
wholesale change [20]. 

Cultural adaptation in tourism contexts is gradual and negotiated. Communities reinterpret 
traditions, social norms, and spaces in ways that allow engagement with tourism while preserving 
social coherence. Adaptation reflects agency rather than passive acceptance [21]. 

Everyday life serves as the primary arena where this adaptation occurs. Decisions about 
participation, representation, and interaction are made within daily practice, shaping how tourism 
is experienced over time. This perspective emphasizes resilience as a cultural and social process. 
Island communities sustain continuity not by resisting tourism entirely, but by embedding it within 
lived experience and collective understanding [22]. 
 
6. Tourism, Identity, and the Reconfiguration of Place 

 
Tourism reshapes how island communities understand and present their identity. Places 

that were once defined primarily through local memory and everyday use begin to acquire new 
meanings as destinations. Landscapes, routines, and social practices are reframed as elements of 
attraction, influencing how identity is articulated both internally and externally [23]. 

This reconfiguration of place affects how community members relate to their environment. 
Familiar spaces may be reinterpreted through the gaze of visitors, altering local perceptions of value 
and significance. Identity becomes increasingly relational, shaped by interaction with outsiders as 
well as by internal reflection. Rather than erasing local identity, tourism often produces layered 
meanings of place. Island communities navigate between lived experience and representational 
identity, negotiating what aspects of place are emphasized, shared, or protected. This process 
reflects ongoing dialogue between continuity and change [24]. 

From a sociological perspective, identity in tourism contexts is not fixed but situational. 
Place identity is continuously reworked through everyday interaction, revealing tourism as a social 
force that reshapes meaning rather than simply consuming it. 

 
7. Tourism, Social Boundaries, and Community Life 

 
Tourism introduces new social boundaries within island communities. Differences emerge 

between those who are directly involved in tourism activities and those who remain outside its 
immediate reach. These distinctions influence access to resources, social visibility, and everyday 
interaction [25][26]. Social boundaries are also negotiated in encounters between locals and 
visitors. Everyday interactions require community members to manage expectations, hospitality 
norms, and cultural differences. These encounters shape social behavior and influence how 
openness and distance are balanced [27]. 

At the community level, tourism can subtly reconfigure social cohesion. While new 
opportunities may strengthen certain networks, they may also introduce tension or differentiation. 
Social harmony depends on how communities negotiate participation, representation, and benefit-
sharing in everyday practice [28]. 

Understanding these dynamics highlights tourism as a social process that reshapes 
community life. Boundaries are not rigid but negotiated through interaction, revealing how island 
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societies adapt to external presence while maintaining internal coherence [29]. 
 

8. Discussion 
 
The analysis presented in this article demonstrates that tourism in island communities 

operates as a deep social and cultural process. Rather than existing as an external industry, tourism 
becomes embedded within everyday life, reshaping rhythms, spaces, identities, and social relations. 
This perspective challenges approaches that reduce tourism to economic indicators or policy 
outcomes. 

By examining tourism through lived experience, the article highlights how power and 
negotiation unfold in ordinary practices. Decisions about representation, interaction, and 
participation are made daily, reflecting community agency as well as constraint. Tourism emerges 
as a site where culture and social order are continuously renegotiated. 

The discussion also underscores the importance of place in understanding tourism’s social 
impact. Island environments are not passive backdrops but active contexts that shape interaction 
and meaning. The reconfiguration of places through tourism reveals how social life is spatially 
grounded. 

For studies of art, culture, and society, this perspective emphasizes tourism as a field of 
social meaning. It invites scholars to consider how everyday life mediates global processes, offering 
a culturally grounded understanding of tourism in Global South island contexts. 

 
9. Conclusion 

 
This article has explored tourism as a social phenomenon embedded in everyday island life. 

By focusing on lived experience, it has shown how tourism reshapes time, space, identity, and social 
relations through ordinary practices rather than structural transformation alone. 

The findings suggest that island communities are not passive recipients of tourism but active 
participants in shaping its meaning and impact. Through negotiation, adaptation, and selective 
engagement, communities integrate tourism into existing social frameworks while maintaining 
cultural continuity. 

For the Journal of Studies on Art, Culture and Society (JACS), this article contributes a 
perspective that situates tourism within broader sociocultural processes. Understanding tourism as 
lived social experience enriches discussions on culture, society, and place in contemporary island 
communities.  
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