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Abstract 
   

Art in modern society has a role that is not only limited to aesthetic aspects, but also as a medium 
of social communication that reflects the dynamics of people's lives. The development of 
technology and globalization has encouraged the transformation of art forms and functions to 
be more widespread, including through digital media that allows the global dissemination of 
messages without space and time limits. In addition, art also functions as a means of social 
reflection that is able to convey criticism of various contemporary issues such as the 
environment, social inequality, and cultural change. Thus, art has become a universal language 
that connects cultural values, social identity, and public awareness in the face of changing times. 
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1. Introduction 

Art is an important part of human life that serves as a means of expression, communication, 
and social reflection. In modern society, art is no longer only seen as an aesthetic work, but also as 
a medium for conveying social, cultural, and identity messages. The development of digital 
technology and globalization has changed the way art is produced, distributed, and consumed by 
people. This makes art a universal language that is able to bridge cultural differences and social 
backgrounds. 

In addition, modern art is often used as a medium to voice contemporary social issues, such 
as cultural change, social inequality, and environmental issues. Through various forms of art such as 
fine art, music, film, and digital art, people can convey their aspirations and views on the social 
realities that occur. Therefore, research on the role of art as the language of modern society is 
important to understand the relationship between art, culture, and social dynamics [1]. 

2. Materials and Methods 

In general, the understanding of modern art can also be seen through the study of art 
theory, cultural communication, as well as the influence of globalization and the development of 
digital technology on the development of art. Through this understanding, it can be seen that art 
has a close relationship with social changes in modern society. Art not only develops with the 
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changing times, but also plays a role in shaping people's perspective on culture, social identity, and 
the reality of social life that continues to develop [2]. 

In addition, art can also be understood as part of social change in modern society. Art often 
reflects social conditions, cultural values, and the development of people's mindset at a given time. 
Through various forms of artworks, people can see how social changes occur, both in cultural, 
technological, and lifestyle aspects. Thus, art is one of the important indicators in understanding the 
dynamics of social change in the life of modern society [3]. 

 
3. Results 

 
Art has a very important role in the life of modern society as a means of conveying social 

messages. Art not only serves as entertainment, but also as a medium to express ideas, cultural values, 
and social and political views. Through various forms such as fine art, music, film, performance, and 
digital art, social messages can be conveyed in a more creative way and easily understood by the wider 
community. 

This also shows that modern art is often used as a means of social criticism of various social 
phenomena, such as changes in cultural values, the impact of globalization, and other social issues. 
Art also plays a role in maintaining local cultural identity in the midst of modernization [4]. 

In addition, modern art also plays a role in shaping people's perspective on changing social 
realities. Through symbols, visuals, and artistic narratives, art is able to convey messages that are 
sometimes difficult to express through ordinary verbal communication. Artworks can spark public 
discussions, increase social awareness, and encourage people to be more critical of various social 
phenomena that occur in the surrounding environment. Thus, art not only becomes a medium of 
individual expression, but also becomes a collective communication tool that strengthens social 
relationships in modern society [5]. 

On the other hand, the development of digital spaces also creates new opportunities for cross-
cultural collaboration in the art world. Artists from various cultural backgrounds can exchange ideas, 
techniques, and perspectives through digital platforms. This not only enriches the development of 
modern art, but also strengthens intercultural understanding at a global level. With the integration 
between technology and art, modern society has wider access to appreciate, understand, and 
participate in the development of contemporary art. 

In the era of digital technology development, public access to works of art has become easier 
and wider. The presence of the internet, social media, and digital platforms allows works of art to be 
enjoyed by people from various regions and even countries. In addition, technology also opens up 
opportunities for closer interaction between artists and society, so that art becomes more 
participatory and develops in accordance with the dynamics of modern society [6]. 

3.1 Art as a Social Communication Media 

The development of digital technology has changed the way art is used as a medium of 
communication. Digital art allows for the wider dissemination of social messages through the internet, 
social media, virtual reality, and interactive installations. Digital art is not only visual, but it can also 
involve multisensory experiences that make audiences more emotionally and intellectually engaged. 
Technology-based art also opens up space for community participation so that communication 
between artists and audiences becomes more interactive. 

In addition, digital art also plays a role in voicing global issues such as climate change, social 
justice, mental health, and technological developments themselves. Many digital artworks are used to 
raise public awareness of these issues through an attractive and easy-to-understand visual approach. 
Thus, digital art has become a new language of communication that is able to reach the global 
community quickly and effectively [7]. 

3.1.1 The role of Digital Art in Modern communication 

Exploring aspects of contemporary art, culture, and society in the modern era is one way to 
understand and appreciate the diversity and dynamics that exist in today's world. By examining the 
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various works of art, cultural traditions, and social phenomena that occur in different parts of the 
world, we can broaden our horizons, improve critical skills, and develop a tolerant attitude towards 
differences. In addition, this exploration can also provide inspiration and motivation for us to 
contribute to creating creative solutions to the challenges faced by modern society, both locally and 
globally. One of the challenges faced by contemporary arts, culture, and society actors in the modern 
era is how to produce relevant, critical, and creative works in the face of various changes and 
challenges that occur in today's world. These works not only express themselves and the identity of 
the perpetrators, but also serve as a medium of communication, education, and advocacy that can 
make a positive contribution to the wider community. To this end, contemporary arts, culture, and 
society actors need to have the knowledge, skills, and attitudes that enable them to explore the 
diverse and dynamic aspects of the modern world, both locally and globally, as well as to collaborate 
with various parties involved in the creative process. Thus, they can understand and appreciate the 
diversity and dynamics that exist in today's world, while providing inspiration and innovation for the 
development of contemporary art, culture, and society in the future [8]. 

3.1.2 Integration of traditional and Modern art in Contemporary culture 

The development of globalization and technology has encouraged the emergence of 
integration between traditional art and modern art. Many artists combine elements of local culture 
with contemporary art techniques to produce works that maintain cultural identity while being 
relevant to the times. This integration shows that art can be a bridge between traditional values and 
modernity. 

In addition, the combination of traditional and modern art also plays a role in preserving local 
culture. By adapting traditional elements into modern art forms, the younger generation becomes 
more familiar with and understands their own culture. This helps prevent the loss of local cultural 
values amid the increasingly strong currents of globalization [9]. 

 
Figure 3.1 Fine Arts [10] 

The integration of traditional arts in contemporary culture shows a dynamic process of 
cultural adaptation without eliminating the original values contained in it. In modern society, elements 
of traditional art are often reprocessed through more modern techniques, media, and concepts to 
remain relevant to the times. For example, batik motifs applied in digital design, traditional dance art 
combined with electronic music, or traditional crafts that are developed into modern design products. 
This integration not only enriches the variety of artistic expressions, but also becomes a strategy for 
cultural preservation so that it remains known and appreciated by the younger generation and the 
global community in the contemporary era. 

3.1.3 Art as a means of social criticism 

In modern society, art is often used as a means to convey social criticism of various problems 
that occur in the community. Through artworks such as films, music, paintings, murals, and digital art, 
artists can voice social injustice, environmental damage, economic inequality, and humanitarian 
issues. Criticism through art tends to be more easily accepted by the public because it is presented 
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symbolically and creatively. In addition, art is also able to build social awareness and encourage people 
to be more sensitive to the social conditions that occur around them. 

 
                           Figure 3.2 Murals as a Representation of Social Criticism 

3.1.4 Art in the Formation of the Cultural Identity of Modern Society 

Art has an important role in shaping and strengthening the cultural identity of modern society. 
In the era of globalization, people face the influence of foreign cultures that enter quickly through 
digital media and technology. Art is a means to maintain the identity of local culture through the 
development of works that raise traditional values but are packaged in a modern way. Thus, art is not 
only a form of creative expression, but also a tool to maintain cultural sustainability and strengthen a 
sense of pride in people's cultural identity [10]. 

3.1.5 The Role of Art in Increasing People's Social Awareness 

Apart from being a medium of expression and cultural identity, art also plays a role in 
increasing people's social awareness of various global and local issues. Many artworks raise the theme 
of the environment, mental health, social equality, and humanity. Art is able to convey moral and 
social messages emotionally so that it is easier to understand by the wider community. Through art 
exhibitions, art performances, and digital media, art can be an effective means of social education and 
encourage community participation in creating better social change [11]. 

 
4. Discussion 

 
The role of art as the language of modern society shows that art has a strong social function 

in people's lives. Art is not only a means of entertainment, but also a medium of education and social 
message delivery. The development of digital technology provides new opportunities for artists to 
express ideas and reach a wider audience. 

However, globalization also poses challenges to the sustainability of local culture. In some 
cases, local cultures can be influenced by more dominant global cultures. Therefore, efforts are 
needed to maintain a balance between the development of modern art and the preservation of 
traditional culture [12]. 

In addition, in the context of discussion, the role of art as the language of modern society 
also shows a change in the pattern of interaction between artists and society. If in the past art was 
more enjoyed passively, then in the modern era people can actively participate through digital 
media, interactive exhibitions, and creative collaborations. This makes art more inclusive and open 
to various circles. Community participation in the art process also strengthens the function of art as 
a means of two-way communication that not only conveys messages from artists, but also 
accommodates the aspirations of the community. 

5. Conclusions 

Art in modern society functions as a language of social communication that is able to convey 
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cultural, social, and humanitarian messages. The development of technology and globalization has 
expanded the role of art in people's lives, both as a medium of expression and social reflection. 
Therefore, art has an important role in shaping cultural identity and increasing the social 
consciousness of modern society. 

In addition, art as the language of modern society also emphasizes that the existence of art 
cannot be separated from the development of human civilization. Art is able to be a link between 
the past, present, and future through the preservation of cultural values as well as creative 
innovations that keep pace with the times. With the support of technology, art can be accessed by 
more people, so that the process of spreading cultural values and social messages becomes more 
effective and widespread. 

In the future, the role of art is expected to be more strategic in building a society that is 
more culturally aware, critical of social issues, and open to diversity. Therefore, cooperation 
between artists, the community, educational institutions, and the government is needed in 
supporting the sustainable development of art. Thus, art is not only a means of creative expression, 
but also an important foundation in shaping the social and cultural character of modern society.  
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